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Figure 9.4

Figure 9.5

GOODNESS OF FIT TESTS USING EXCEL

Since you will probably being using data which is supposedly from a normal distribution, we will use the 

data given in Table 9.9. Unfortunately, Excel does not give a formula for directly calculating the statistic, 

so we will use the formulae we are familiar with and enter these into the cells of the spreadsheet.

Figure 9.4 shows the layout of the spreadsheet. You should adjust the cell references according to 

where you put your data. Notice that the degrees of freedom had to be adjusted according to the formula 

we used when calculating by hand (i.e. number of categories minus the number of parameters minus 

one). The number of categories was also entered by hand.

Figure 9.5 shows the result of the calculation giving a p-value of approximately 0.3. This means we cannot 

reject the null hypothesis as before.
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